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ure, affecting as it did the vital nerve of the Russian body
politic, needed a most thoroughgoing investigation and
that, besides, it lay properly within the authority of the
Imperial Duma and Imperial Council.
While  rejecting   Migulin's  ill-advised  suggestion, the
Council of Ministers  adopted  two measures tending to
better the peasants1 condition, namely, the abolition of the
redemption payments, i.e., payments for the land allotted
to the peasants at their emancipation, and the extension of
the land operations of the Peasant Bank.   These two meas-
ures were immediately enacted by Imperial decree.   The
Council also decided to form a special commission under
Kutlcr's presidency for the purpose of drafting bills relating
to the peasant class, to be laid before the Imperial Duma.
It is noteworthy that at one time Adjutant-General Duba-
sov, the man who suppressed the Moscow insurrection, held
a view not unlike Trepov's regariling the method of dealing
with the agrarian disorders*    In the course of a conversa-
tion he had with me in December, 1905, he expressed him-
self to the effect that there was but one way to pacify the
countryside, namely, to legalize the peasants' land seizures.
In the meantime, the revolutionary wave began to ebb,
and in proportion as the general pacification of the country
made progress, the ruling element began to repudiate more
and more resolutely the views and opinions which were
engendered by the panic of the revolution.   Gradually the
project of compulsory expropriation of landed estates ceased
to be a subject of discussion and in the end it came to be
considered a revolutionary, a criminal, and, indeed, a mon-
strous measure*   Several weeks after the Council of Min-
isters had turned clown Professor Migulin's project es-
poused by Trepov and after a commission had been formed
for the preliminary work on peasant legislation, Kutler told
me that the more he studied the problems of peasant land-
ownership, the clearer he saw the inevitability of some form